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Mushrooms and morels are a delicious addition to many dinners, but what about fungi we don’t find to be such a fun guy? One type of fungal
infection we see in cats is called ringworm.

Ringworm is actually a category of contagious fungal skin infection, not a worm. There are a few different organisms that can be the culprit, but they
all cause circular hair loss, scaly skin, and brittle fur, commonly on the head, ears, and paws. It spreads easily to other pets and humans, making your

home seem like there’s not mushroom.

You may notice that your cat has a round spot of hair loss (or more than one!) with dry crusty skin and broken or stubby hairs. They may also be
chewing or scratching a lot at the area, as ringworm is very itchy. Humans can also have ringworm with round circles of itchy crusting (but we don’t

treat those. Please see your human doctor for human issues).

There are a few ways to test for ringworm. Some types of ringworm show up under a blacklight. Others require a PCR (DNA testing) sequencing or a
fungal culture to identify. Sometimes we are very suspicious just based on exam and may start treatment while awaiting the results of tests.

So how do we treat, Doc? Well it depends on the severity of the infection. There are medicated creams and shampoos, and there are oral
medications. Sometimes we will use both to treat from the outside inward, and from the inside outward.

And how do we prevent this from spreading to humans or other pets? Great question! Ringworm used to be a source of hu-fungus consternation for
shelters and rescues. The most important part of cleaning is to confine the infected cat to a small area where you can easily vacuum up the hairs.

Since ringworm is passed through hairs, removing the shed hairs daily and following up with a standard disinfectant is usually sufficient. Make sure
to wash any bedding they have too!

We may not be the biggest fans of ringworm, but it sure can grow on you, so reach out if you notice any concerning spots of hair loss on your cat!
Disclaimer: we cannot promise to keep the bad puns to a minimum.  
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